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Comment
Screening of asymptomatic individuals returning from the tropics identified abnormalities in one in four. Most ofthese abnormalities were revealed by laboratory tests, some guided by answers to direct questions. They were performed in a specialist laboratory which would expect a high rate of positive findings.' Specialist physical examination of all patients added little to the practical management ofthese patients and thus can be limited to those considered to be at particular risk-for example, because of a history of malaria. Screening for tropical disease can be efficiently carried out by an informed health professional using structured history taking and relevant laboratory tests.
